
Jimmy Jordan <jjordan@ithacavoice.com>

Statement by Acting Mayor Laura Lewis 

Richard John <rjohn@tompkins-co.org> Mon, Aug 1, 2022 at 6:00 PM
To: Jimmy Jordan <jjordan@ithacavoice.com>
Cc: "Paul G. Ferrara" <pferrara@ccf-law.com>, Cathy Covert <CCOVERT@tompkins-co.org>, Katrina McCloy
<kmccloy@tompkins-co.org>

Jimmy:    In answer, I do have some specific comments in response to the Acting Mayor's
statement.

 

As I hope is clear by now, the City has no ethics board, so under New York state Law, we are
mandated to conduct this investigation.  We did not seek out this opportunity, but will try to do our
work openly and in a timely manner.  

I honestly do not understand the Acting Mayor’s assertions that the County Ethics Advisory Board
is somehow incompetent, biased or going too fast before we have taken any substantive action, or
the City has provided any responses to our reasonable inquires.  In fact, we are at the initial stage
of requesting responses to the ethics complaint and collecting information and materials.  All we
have done is simply ask the City and certain of its Officials for specific public information and
documents. 

 

While the Acting Mayor and I have worked together for several years and she perhaps has a basis
to form an opinion about me, good or bad, I do not feel that the aspersions cast upon the volunteer
citizen members of the Ethics Advisory Board are fair, respectful, or based in fact.  She does not
know these people or have grounds to judge them.,

 

Towards that end, the EAB has retained experienced outside legal counsel to assist in the
investigation.  The EAB sent letters to 4 City Officials, Acting Mayor Lewis, Alderperson Robert
Cantelmo, City Attorney Aaron Levine and City Manager Faith Vavra legitimately requesting 29
public documents and 41 requests for specific information.  Those requests were narrowly tailored
to the issues raised in the pending ethics complaint before the EAB.  The requests were sent to
different City Officials because the EAB does not know who are the custodian(s) of the documents
or in possession of the information requested.

 

Rather than the respective City Officials responding to those requests, the City Attorney essentially
requested a 2 month extension to provide the requested documents and information, which should
be readily available.  The EAB reasonably offered a 30-day extension. This afforded the City
Officials more time to provide the documents or information than when it receives FOIL requests
for information and documents.  Contrary to the Acting Mayor’s assertions, any legitimate fact
finding tribunal would find such a timeline offered by the EAB entirely reasonable. There was



absolutely no response from the City to our offer. I note that we have made similar requests to
other parties and they have been able to respond.

 

Only after the EAB began its investigation and requested the specific documents and information
did the City decide to commission its own investigation.  We certainly hope the City and its
respective Officials will fully cooperate with our mandatory investigation in a timely manner.  We
are willing engage in a productive dialogue with the Mayor or any other City Official.  The EAB has
no political motivations and any contention otherwise is mistaken.  The EAB and its volunteer
citizen members are fully committed to a full, fair and unbiased investigation of the pending
complaint.

 

Thank you for giving me a chance to respond.      -       Rich John

Richard John
District Four 
Tompkins County Legislature
+1 607 279-9332
rjohn@tompkins-co.org

From: Jimmy Jordan <jjordan@ithacavoice.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 1, 2022 1:30 PM 
To: Richard John <rjohn@tompkins-co.org> 
Subject: Re: Statement by Ac�ng Mayor Laura Lewis
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