
I love Ithaca. I've loved serving this City, and I believe my service has made a difference.

I also love this country.  The American democratic experiment is the reason that someone like
me -  born into homelessness, and raised by a single mother - was able to come to Cornell in the
first place.  And the American dream is what allowed me to grow up and serve the city I love.

But I am alarmed at the full frontal assault on our democracy.  I believe my service can make a
difference in the struggle ahead, and I want to protect that American dream for people of all
backgrounds.

So I am announcing today that I've accepted the offer to serve as Executive Director of People
For the American Way.  I'll be working alongside People For's President Ben Jealous.  I want to
thank Ben for his continued faith, support, and leadership.  I am looking forward to working with
him against 'the big lie', and to protect and defend the right to vote.

President Jealous was kind enough to offer the following quote:

“There are few leaders in our nation who possess Svante’s ability to build big broad coalitions
for change, and the courage necessary to see those changes through regardless of the politics of
the moment.  Despite his youth, Svante has consistently demonstrated the wisdom and steadiness
of a seasoned leader well beyond his years. Svante’s record speaks for itself. Ithaca has
prospered and his leadership has helped to set national models for how we can reimagine public
safety. Our nation is now at a crossroads as our democracy suffers from voter suppression and
right wing assaults on our most valued institutions. There is no more critical moment to have
Svante expand his role with People For as we seek to permanently repair the damage being done
to our democracy by right wing extremists."

In the coming month Acting Mayor Laura Lewis will be assuming the office in Ithaca, and I have
the utmost confidence that she will do an outstanding job.  I believe in many ways her
empathetic, earnest, and tactful leadership is exactly what our community needs right now.

There are not enough words to express how lucky we Ithacans are to be served, protected, and
guided by the employees of the City of Ithaca.  Their expertise is unparalleled, their passion for
the work is inspiring, and their love for their community awe-inspiring.  I cannot thank them
enough for every success we've achieved these last ten years.

I have spent my entire adult life serving the City of Ithaca - and I've given all of my effort to the
largest challenges we face.  Those of you who have so lovingly supported me, even when we
haven't agreed on every issue, I cannot thank you enough. The proudest moments of my life were
when I could deliver for you, and the darkest moments of my life is when I failed you.  So often



I've stumbled and I've failed, and I hope you will recognize that those failures are of the mind
and the will - not a failure of desire.

But on the whole I am proud of what we've accomplished, and how far we've moved the City
forward.

On the City's finances:
● 10 years ago the City was facing the largest budget deficit in its history.  Because of

sound fiscal management, streamlining of our operations, and expansion in our tax
base we have turned our fiscal ship around - and are facing comfortable operating
surpluses.  All while lowering the tax rate.

On the City's infrastructure:
● 10 years ago our infrastructure was crumbling, and we had few prospects for

replacement.  Now, because of our aggressive pursuit of federal and state funds,
because of our creation of the sidewalk improvement districts, and because of our
creation of our stormwater fund - our infrastructure is on the mend.

● We’ve also rebuilt the cultural center of our community in the Commons - bringing life
back to our core and customers back to our small businesses.  Our public investment
has spurred enormous returns of private investment, including:

● $108 million affordable housing, conference and parking center right next to
City Hall

● The new Argos Inn, Marriott Hotel and Canopy Hotel
● Cayuga Lofts, Seneca Way, 401 East MLK and others

● We’ve completed the waterfront trail, connecting Stewart Park to Cass park and every
destination in between.  This public investment spurred private investments in:

● Renovating the Ithaca Farmers Market
● New Medical facilities from both Guthrie and Cayuga Medical Centers
● New market rate and affordable housing along the waterfront
● Thriving small businesses on the west end

● We’ve also completed the largest infrastructure project in the City of Ithaca’s History,
the $37 million rebuild of the water treatment plant

On Housing:
● Before 2011 the City had built practically no net new homes in 50 years.  The result of

that stagnation in supply is a huge jump in housing costs that we are still living with.
But we’ve begun to turn the tide with the development of thousands of affordable
housing units at

● Breckenridge,
● Stone Quarry,
● 201 Hancock,
● Magnolia House,



● Amici House,
● West End Heights
● Arthaus
● And largest of all the currently under construction Asteri House

● Because of these projects there are thousands more Ithacans than there were a
decade ago - an absolute boon for our new neighbors and for our city

All this work and more will be continued by the incredible staff of the City of Ithaca, our duly
elected Common Council, and the exceptional Acting Mayor Laura Lewis.

Acting Mayor Laura Lewis to assume office February 7th:

Originally from Buffalo, NY, Laura completed her undergraduate studies in Sociology at SUNY
Binghamton and her MS in Counseling and Student Personnel at SUNY Albany. Higher
education was made possible for this first-generation student through the Educational
Opportunity Program; and a commitment to support students in their own educational path soon
became a life-long career. Laura worked in student services at Ithaca College and then for many
years in the ILR School at Cornell University.

Growing up in a single parent household where financial resources were often strained, Laura
understood the value of volunteering within her community and the need for quality affordable
housing.

While working full-time, Laura volunteered on the board of directors of Ithaca Neighborhood
Housing Services (INHS), she served as chair of the 5th Ward Democratic Committee, as chair
of the City Democratic Committee, as a member of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee
where she participated in numerous campaigns and Get Out The Vote efforts, and she was on
the planning committee for the Ithaca Women’s March in 2017.

In 2017, Laura decided to run for Common Council representing the 5th Ward where she has
been an advocate for more affordable housing in the city. Recently, she has served on the
Ithaca Eviction/Displacement Defense Project alongside other city partners. She successfully
presented legislation and a budget request to Common Council in 2021 for a Right to Counsel
program to provide legal representation to tenants in eviction court.

Laura and her husband Kevin Murphy have lived in Fall Creek for 40 years. They have two
grown sons, both of whom attended Ithaca City schools and Ithaca College.


